COMMENTS ON THE EU STRATEGY FOR A
SUSTAINABLE AND SMART MOBILITY ROADMAP
In response to the European Commission Communication on the EU Strategy for a Sustainable and Smart Mobility
roadmap released for public consultation, the Association for Emissions Control by Catalyst aisbl (AECC)
representing the companies of the European emissions control industry would like to comment.
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AECC fully supports the discussion and development of a European strategy for sustainable and smart
mobility as announced in the Communication on the European Green Deal1 and is ready to contribute
with technical and scientific data from AECC testing programmes on light and heavy-duty vehicles.
These AECC projects demonstrate the technical feasibility for reducing pollutant emissions using
advanced emission control systems. The Internal Combustion Engine (ICE) and hybrid powertrains also
have low greenhouse gas emissions when powered with sustainable and renewable fuels, showing that
they are and will be contributing to a clean road transport.
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 Sustainable transport for the future
AECC is of the opinion that the European Commission needs to implement a robust technology-neutral regulatory
framework which considers all current and future technologies that will be able to contribute to deliver a 90% reduction
in transport-related greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2050. Furthermore, this reduction needs to be achieved in
a clean, efficient, convenient and affordable manner2.
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The use of more sustainable and renewable low-carbon fuels in ICEs reduces vehicles’ GHG emissions while using
current combustion technology and fuelling infrastructure. This single action will impact current existing fleet as well
as new vehicles in the European market.
As noted in the EC roadmap, the revision of the Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Directive (AFID)3 will be feeding into
the strategy, and thus, should be a unique instrument to reduce GHG emissions of the entire European fleet through
increased blending of renewable fuels in the existing fuelling infrastructure.
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 Clean ICE has a role to play for the future
It is important to point out that modern light- and heavy-duty vehicles are now equipped with ICEs with integrated
emission control technologies, allowing for emissions reduction of nitrogen oxides (NOx) and particles (PM & PN)
among other harmful pollutants.
Modern vehicles type approved to Euro 6d-temp and 6d (including hybrid, petrol- and diesel fuelled vehicles) are
already showing very low emissions4. Is also important to note that lowering these pollutant emissions is not
increasing the CO 2 produced by these vehicles, on the contrary, modern ICEs are also very efficient and constantly
reducing GHG emissions. These vehicles are decisively contributing to have cleaner cities in an affordable and
accessible manner. These new ICEs should replace old models with support from fleet renewal incentive schemes.
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Further improvements to lower pollutant emissions from road transport are required to comply with the ambitious
2050 goals provided by the European Green Deal. AECC demonstrates ultra-low emissions are technically feasible
for light- and heavy-duty vehicles and shows ICEs with advanced emission control systems can achieve ultra-low
emissions for NOx and particulates in real world driving5.
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The Euro 7/VII regulation, which is being discussed by the Commission’s services, is a unique opportunity to
implement a regulatory framework that could consider following three overarching principles to improve European air
quality and to ensure the health and well-being of everyone6: further focus on real-world emissions; be fuel- and
technology-neutral and legislate according to a ‘total system approach’ using a ‘whole vehicle’ basis.
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 Circular economy; reuse, repair and recycle
Finally, with the development of a circular economy for Europe, and as repair and recycling of vehicle components
and materials continues to increase, the demand for mined precious metals used in catalysts will reduce, as such
increasing the sustainability of these technologies.
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Should you need more information, you can contact AECC at info@aecc.eu.
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AECC is an international non-profit scientific association of European companies operating worldwide in the research,
development, testing and manufacture of key technologies for emissions control. Their products are the ceramic substrates for
catalysts and filters; catalysts (substrates with catalytic materials incorporated or coated); adsorbers; filter-based technologies to
control engine particulate emissions; and speciality materials incorporated into the catalyst or filter. Members’ technology is
integrated in the exhaust emissions control systems of cars, commercial vehicles, buses, non-road mobile machinery and
motorcycles in Europe. More information on AECC can be found at www.aecc.eu and www.dieselinformation.aecc.eu.
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AECC’s members are BASF Catalysts Germany GmbH, Germany; Johnson Matthey PLC, United Kingdom; NGK Europe GmbH,
Germany; Solvay, France; Umicore AG & Co. KG, Germany and Vitesco Technologies GmbH, Germany.
AECC is registered in the EU Transparency Register under n° 78711786419-61.
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