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Automotive Package marks first step
towards technology-neutrality

Brussels - 17 December 2025

The Association for Emission Control and Climate (AECC) notes the European Commission’s adoption of an
Automotive Package proposal as a first step towards supporting a long-term competitive and sustainable future for
the European automotive value-chain.

AECC welcomes the inclusion of flexibilities within the decarbonisation framework, recognising that complimentary
technology pathways should be allowed to play a role in meeting the EU’s long-term net-zero CO:2 goals for road
transport, while electromobility will remain a key enabler. The European Commission’s endorsement of plug-in
hybrids, range-extenders, mild hybrids or internal combustion engines beyond 2035, when remaining emissions are
compensated through low-carbon EU steel, or e-fuels and biofuels, will help support a transition to sustainable road
transport that is workable for both industry and citizens.

However, AECC is disappointed that the proposed changes fail to offer a truly technology-neutral approach based
on lifecycle considerations. The details remain unclear as we are still waiting for the proposal of the CO2 emissions
standards. But the European Commission’s proposal only seems to allow a limited role for vehicles on e-fuels and
biofuels, which does not fully address joint calls for technology-neutrality by automotive manufacturers and
supplierst2, AECC at least expects a definition of a vehicle category running exclusively on e-fuels and biofuels within
the Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV) options. Otherwise, these would not be supported by the new Greening Corporate
Vehicle proposal, introducing regulatory incoherence. AECC studies2 have demonstrated that all light-duty and
heavy-duty vehicle powertrains similarly reduce life-cycle CO2 emissions when powered by sustainable renewable
fuels or electricity.

AECC additionally regrets that the Automotive Omnibus proposes a further weakening of Euro 7 standards, which
already fail to meet the level of ambition that our industry can deliver. This will negatively impact air quality and the
health of everyday Europeans. Flexibilities and technology-neutrality can be introduced into the CO2 Regulation
without compromising air quality and public health through the use of advanced emissions control technologies.
European emission control companies are fully prepared to deliver such innovative emissions solutions. As global
leaders in this field, we have already developed these in anticipation of a more ambitious Euro 7 than was ultimately
adopted.

We urge the European Parliament and the Member States to seize the opportunity to build on the European
Commission’s proposal to further establish a framework that incentivises all decarbonisation solutions based on life-
cycle emission considerations4. AECC stands ready to work closely with policymakers over the coming weeks and
months to implement the Automotive Package in a way that effectively delivers clean air, climate neutrality, and
industrial competitiveness for Europe.

“While the Automotive Package is a step in the right direction, it falls short of proposing a truly technology-neutral
decarbonisation framework. By limiting the role of vehicles running on e-fuels and biofuels, we still risk falling short
of our transport climate targets and undermining Europe’s innovation, industrial competitiveness, and jobs. Thanks
to advanced emissions control technologies, flexibilities and technology-neutrality can be pursued without
compromising air quality or public health. The European Parliament and Council must now work constructively to
close these gaps and ensure a framework that supports both decarbonisation and the European automotive sector’'s
resilience.” - Dirk Bosteels, Executive Director, AECC.

About AECC

The Association for Emissions Control and Climate (AECC) is the international, Brussels-based association of
European companies operating worldwide in the research, development, testing and manufacture of key sustainable
technologies for mobile and stationary applications. Our membership includes Emitec Technologies, Johnson
Matthey, NGK Europe, Umicore, Albonair, BASF ECMS, and W.L. GORE.
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We have a strong and focused European footprint across our members — employing around 22,500 skilled people in
Europe across 47 production sites and 20 research and development (R&D) technical sites. We are present in 8
Member States in the European Union, and we are proud to be an integral part of Europe’s automotive ecosystem,
advancing innovation in a vital industrial sector.

AECC’s members play a key role in the decarbonisation of this important EU industry — supporting thousands of
critical jobs across the supply chain at the same time. Our members’ emission control technologies are integrated
into the exhaust systems of cars, commercial vehicles, buses, motorcycles, and construction equipment in
Europe. We work with OEMs and other industry stakeholders, providing innovative technological solutions to the
pollutant problem that we see today.

AECC supports the European Commission’s long-term ambition for zero pollution and increased greenhouse gas
emission reductions. Clean air and greenhouse gas reduction are priorities for all of us.

AECC is registered in the EU Transparency Register under n° 78711786419-61.
Should you need more information, you can contact AECC at info@aecc.eu.
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