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Supporting the LENS project findings on 
pollutant emissions from powered two‑wheelers  
Position paper – June 2026 

AECC welcomes the invitation from the European Commission to comment on the EU regulatory framework for  
L-category vehicles, following the discussion in the Motorcycle Working Group expert meeting of 22 April 2026.  

AECC appreciates that the European Commission lists the development of new pollutant and sound 
emissions limits (Euro 6) based on the findings of the LENS project.  
AECC supports the LENS recommendations aimed at improving real‑world pollutant emissions of 
L‑category vehicles. Similarly to what has already been done for passenger cars, it is important to 
introduce Real Driving Emissions (RDE) procedures, to extend pollutant coverage, and to further 
strengthen monitoring and anti‑tampering provisions.  
AECC looks forward to such regulatory developments and is keen to contribute to discussions on the 
availability and deployment of improved emission control technologies. 

The LENS project provides comprehensive evidence that regulatory progress delivers real benefits. Newer L-cat. 
vehicles exhibit substantially lower emissions than older vehicles across all major pollutant groups. While Euro 5 
requirements have delivered clear reductions in regulated emissions, important challenges remain. These challenges 
can be effectively addressed by the progressive evolution and technical adaptation of powered two-wheelers 
legislation, following a similar pathway to that applied to passenger cars under Euro 6 and 7.  

Key evidence from the LENS project demonstrates that real driving emissions (RDE) from L-cat. vehicles can 
differ substantially from laboratory results outside the WMTC operating range. The project further shows that the 
introduction of RDE requirements delivers the highest cost-benefit ratio among pollutant mitigation measures. LENS 
also highlights the growing relevance of non-regulated pollutants, in particular particle number (PN) emissions and 
ammonia (NH₃). Moreover, vehicle tampering was shown to significantly undermine emission control effectiveness.  

AECC supports consideration of a future regulatory step for L-cat. vehicles based on the LENS recommendations. 
The industry represented by AECC develops and supplies the emission control technologies that directly address 
the challenges identified. An evolution of the regulatory framework will enable these solutions to be deployed 
efficiently, ensuring continued air-quality improvements while maintaining the competitiveness of the L-cat 
sector.  The development of a Euro 6 stage should start now to allow for a clear roadmap with sufficient lead-time for 
regulatory discussions and technology development. 
About AECC 
The Association for Emissions Control and Climate (AECC) is the international, Brussels-based association of 
European companies operating worldwide in the research, development, testing and manufacture of key sustainable 
technologies for mobile and stationary applications. Our membership includes Emitec Technologies, Johnson 
Matthey, NGK Europe, Umicore, Albonair, BASF ECMS and W.L. GORE.         

We have a strong and focused European footprint across our members – employing around 22 500 skilled people in 
Europe across 47 production sites and 20 research and development (R&D) technical sites. We are present in  
11 European countries and we are proud to be an integral part of Europe’s automotive ecosystem, advancing 
innovation in a vital industrial sector.  

AECC members’ emission control technologies are integrated into the exhaust systems of cars, commercial vehicles, 
buses, motorcycles, construction equipment and industrial installations in Europe. We work with OEMs and other 
industry stakeholders, providing innovative technological solutions to the pollution problem that we see today.   

AECC supports the European Commission’s long-term ambition for zero pollution and increased greenhouse gas 
emission reductions. Clean air and greenhouse gas reduction are priorities for all of us. 

AECC is registered in the EU Transparency Register under n° 78711786419-61. 

Should you need more information, you can contact AECC at info@aecc.eu.  
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